
Waiver from the 990-Hour 
Instructional Requirement

Local Education Agency (LEA) Name

Contact Email

Contact Phone

Thursday, July 23, 2020 the Utah State Board of Education (USBE) approved an updated version of Board Rule 
R277-419 for the 2020-2021 school year. The updated Board rule allows an LEA to receive a waiver from the 
requirement for an LEA to provide 990 hours of instruction/educational services for the 2020-2021 school year 
if the LEA fulfills certain requirements. 

After completing the description above email the completed form to  
coronavirus@schools.utah.gov 

Submission due by August 1, 2020

Description Ensuring Continuity of Teaching/Learning

The applicable language can be found on lines 305-311 of  R277-419: 

“Notwithstanding the requirements of  Section R277-419-5, for the 2020-21 school 
year, an LEA is not subject to the requirement to conduct school for at least 990 
hours of  educational services if, by August 1, 2020, the LEA includes in the LEA’s 
reopening requirements template, how the LEA will ensure continuity of  teaching 
and learning by providing high quality instruction that includes blended learning 
and formative assessment strategies.”

To obtain the waiver from the 990-hour requirement, an LEA is required to include a description of how the LEA 
will ensure continuity of teaching and learning by providing high quality instruction that includes blended learning 
and formative assessments into the LEA’s reopening requirements template. 


	LEA Name: Odyssey Charter School
	Contact Email: director@odysseychart
	Contact Phone: 801.492.8105 ext 137
	Description: Odyssey Charter School will resume in-person learning according to its approved calendar.  The school will follow the same instructional model as always for in-person learners.  Enhanced cleaning and sanitation protocols will be followed.  Adjustments such as Specials (Music, Latin) teachers will go into individual classrooms instead of classes transitioning to the Specials classroom.  Students unable or unwilling to return to in-person learning will be provided an online learning option.  Designated classroom teachers at the school will live stream their classes daily.  Online students will receive instruction via the live stream of their teacher and classroom for ELA and Math.  Other subjects will be live streamed but instruction and resources for the other subjects may also be accessed through other digital means.  The other digital means will be compiled and made available to the students through the classroom teacher.  All online students will be offered a device that allows them to access the live stream of their classroom as well as complete assignments digitally.  Students who are in-person and due to illness or other circumstances are prevented from being at school will have the opportunity to join an established classroom already live streaming during the day.  This will allow in-person students to still receive instruction if they are required to remain at home.  Odyssey will adjust its dismissal time and dismiss 45 minutes early Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  These 45 minutes will allow online teachers a set time to work with online students who require additional attention, intervention, support or instruction.  Traditionally, Odyssey has leveled ELA and Math by grade but in an effort to minimize social contact all classes will remain together.  All teachers will use the time gained from dismissing early to prepare more differentiated lessons that will accommodate the different level of learners in each classroom.  Regardless of how a student chooses to learn all students are still expected to be in attendance each day, participate, and complete all assigned school work.  Accommodations will be made on an individual basis to allow additional time or assignment flexibility if students become unable to participate in regular school work due to illness or the illness of those in their household. Odyssey will regularly evaluate its options to ensure all students receive consistent and high quality instruction.


